
A New Generation of Women Welders by Danielle White 
 

Plasser American Corporation believes in the 
importance of empowering the skilled labor force by 
embracing women in non-traditional employment 
role.   The month of March is recognized as National 
Women’s Month which represents the past present and 
future opportunities available to women.  Plasser is 
supporting the efforts by recruiting talented women into 
its plant to become a world renowned workforce here in 
Chesapeake Virginia.   
 
Plasser American saw the 21st Century bring a radical 
increase in the number of women participating in 
manufacturing labor market.  Partnering with local 
vocational and technical schools and the Commonwealth of Virginia such as AIM - Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance, Tidewater Tech Trade Schools and Virginia Values Veterans V3 Program to recruit skilled 

labor.  Understanding that women don’t first think I am a 
woman – they enter these markets with an open and a 
determination to do their best no matter what.    In our 
participation at the AIM - Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
Career Fair 2019, we had the pleasure to meet Jessica 
Yarber.  Ms. Yarber was not actively seeking employment 
but wanted to know about our welder positions and if we 
hired women.  After speaking with her about the company, 
its benefits and being a woman who works in the 
Operations/Production division provided a vital component 
in her making her decision to pursue employment 
opportunities.   
 

After attending our informational session and a tour of our plant, interviewing and passing the weld 
certification test with flying colors Jessica was hired. Jessica jumped right in and started working machine 
builds.  She has also been instrumental in welcoming the additional women to Plasser American have 
been hired.  Empowering females build great MoW machine for Plasser.    
 
Statement by Jessica Yarber: 

 
I met Danielle White at a job fair summer of 2019 at AIM - 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance. I wasn’t actually looking 
for a job at that time, I just happened to be out riding my 
motorcycle and stopped by my old school where the job fair 
was taking place.  I saw the Plasser American table and 
Mrs. White speaking to other students so I went up and we 
start talking about Plasser. She mentioned the company 
was hiring welders and I was interested.   I had graduated 
from AIM but wasn't really sure if I wanted to work in the 
aircraft mechanic industry. I love welding, so I took the 



information attended an information session and tour at 
Plasser and later applied.  I had an interview two weeks 
later. From the interview to my first day of course everyone 
was pleasant.  
 
First day of work I walk in and there are no women in the 
shop. Ok, no problem. I go to meet the other welders and 
still no women. Come to find out I was the first.  The first 
black, female welder Plasser had.  The people are nice 
and helpful.  Because I am a woman sometimes I would 
get negative looks doing things that traditionally men do.  
But I love it. It's just another reason to work harder and 
show people I can do it too.  Working at Plasser has been 
great. The men are respectful and don't look down on me.  I've learned so much already from the guys 
that have been here for years.  The company cares about its employees.  They understand some of us 
have families too and that is important in an employer. I have three kids all under the age if eight. 
 
Statement by David Jolly, Frame Shop Supervisor: 
 
Jessica is a knowledgeable young lady and is serious 
about her craft as a welder. She informed me that she 
had attended a technical school and she didn’t have 
much experience. Before somebody takes my welding 
test I let them practice on some scrap metal to make sure 
they truly have the skills required, so we aren’t wasting 
time on an actual test. It didn’t take but a moment for me 
to recognize her skills as a welder, in which case she 
proceeded to take the test. I examined the root pass very 
extensively and there were no flaws, so she continued 
until she finished and the welds looked as if someone with years of experience had welded it. I was very 
impressed with her skills and the test was sent to Sci-Tech, the company that x-rays all of our weld tests. 
Her test passed without any flaws and she is now a certified structural welder for Plasser American 
Corporation. 
 
    
 




