
 



 



LETTER FROM THE FOUNDER OF THE 
DYNAMIC DIVA’S OF VIRGINIA, INC. 

 

Welcome to the Ribbons in the Sky Gala.  Your being here this evening gives us inspiration. 

Connect / Communication / Collaboration is the approach that the Dynamic DIVA’s take 
when reaching out to other organizations.  Organizational Recognition – The simple things are 
sometimes the most respected and this holds true for outstanding work that each of the 
recognized nonprofits organizations do in and for the community, the impact and enrichment 
that the directors, staff and volunteers have given to the public at large and the individuals they 
meet. 

Even though the work can be sometimes cumbersome, labor intensive and mentally draining.  
Driven by faith and knowing our purpose – the labor is not in vain and often times a little goes 
along way.  Remember: even the smallest gesture is one that can make a nonprofit leaders see 
the value of in their organization, the work accomplished and the people who support them. 

There are times the road to success is oftentimes difficult when your attempts to empower 
others are unheard and the support that you need falls by the wayside or those do not see the 
opportunity to be a voice to make change.  However, tonight’s honorees have shown that 
persistence, patience and pray have kept them focused. We are all blessed to have the love 
and encouragement from family and friends, mentors and the respect from other nonprofit 
leaders.   

As one of the recognized nonprofits, I can testify that your life’s journey is a destination. To walk 
in your truth and testimony, to attempt the difficult, be transparent while walking in the path.  
We all must do our work no matter how big or small, difficult or easy.  A journey of a thousand 
miles must begin with a single step towards embracing, engaging, educating and empowering 
someone in need in our communities. 

In closing, I hope that you continue to support the recognized nonprofits this evening.  Our 
success is due to our partnerships with community leaders, organizations, businesses and 
board members who act according to these core values.  It is about whom we affect and if the 
outcomes have benefited individuals from our unwavering work.  For every ribbon in the sky, 
there is a rainbow, which shows that you cannot see the beauty without going through the rain. 

Peace and Love 
 
Danielle White 
 

 



 



MEET OUR EMCEE ON THE RED CARPET 
MR. BRIAN HILL 

 

  is a Reporter/MMJ with WTKR – News 3 in Norfolk joined the 

team in February 2016.  Brian has covered a range of stories in the area since 2016.   

Brian became a journalist as a way to get involved in the community, give a voice to the 

voiceless, and keep people informed.  A Virginia native, Brian grew up in Sussex County and 

before joining the News 3 team, Brian was the Jackson County Bureau Reporter for WJHG-

TV News Channel 7 in Panama City Beach, Florida.  He spent two years providing coverage 

and insight to the five counties he covered.  Exemplifying their motto “What Matters to You 

Matters to Us!”  In addition, he also worked behind the camera working in Richmond at WRIC-

TV8 as a Video Editor 

Brian is a proud 2012 graduate of Virginia Commonwealth University, majoring in Mass 

Communications.  During his college years, he anchored, produced and reported for the 

university’s newscast, VCU InSight.  He also minored in African American Studies. 

Currently, Brian is a member of the National Association of Black Journalist and Hampton 

Roads Black Media Professionals. 

In his free time, Brian enjoys music, film, traveling and exploring Hampton Roads! 



MEET OUR EMCEE ON THE RED CARPET 
ALEAH HORDGES 

 

 

 

is native of Loma Linda, California and relocated to Atlanta, 

Georgia where she was raised.  Aleah was accepted into 

Savannah State University and earned a four year track and 

field/cross country scholarship in 2009.  She was team captain and still holds the women’s 

cross country 5k school record.  Aleah later became a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha 

Sorority, Inc. and graduated Cum Laude in 2013. She studied Mass Communications in 

television to become a news reporter. 

While trying to land her first gig in the business, Aleah worked odd jobs for nearly two years 

until, she started as a freelance writer for an online publication called FAME Magazine and 

interned at CBS Radio in Atlanta.  In 2015, Aleah stepped out on faith and accepted a news 

reporter position in Houghton, Michigan.  While bearing the cold temperatures and snow in 

the Upper Peninsula, she won Investigative Story of the year from the Michigan Association of 

Broadcasters in 2016. The report was about what to do if you get stopped by police and have 

a concealed pistol license with a firearm in your vehicle. 

Aleah eventually joined the WTKR News 3 team in 2017, where she has had conversations 

with Omarosa Rosa, Jim Cantore, Tamron Hall, Kevin Frazier, Sunny Hostin and Jussie 

Smolett.  Aleah aspires to learn Spanish and become an entertainment reporter, host or local 

news anchor someday.  Aleah is a foodie and probably the least pickiest eater you’ll ever 

meet. You can find her checking out a new place to dine, burning a sweat at the gym or riding 

her bike near the beach. 



MEET THE ORGANIZATION AND FOUNDER 
 

 

 

 

 

Neisha C. Himes, Founder 
 

G.R.O.W. Foundation, Inc.(aka Girls Recognizing Our Worth) is a 
501(c)3 non-profit organization incorporated in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia and the founder’s native home of New Jersey. Our 

mission is to connect individuals and families affected by domestic violence with the resources 
needed to lead a safe and productive life free from abuse. These resources are, but not limited 
to housing placement, financial assistance, daily living necessities and victim advocacy. In 
appreciation of our fellow community partners, G.R.O.W. Foundation also works to support 
local organizations in their efforts to eradicate domestic violence. At G.R.O.W. Foundation, we 
have embraced the commitment of advocacy through education, collaboration, and the 
empowerment of our community and beyond.  Founder, Neisha Himes, is a survivor of domestic 
violence and devoted advocate. After leaving the toxic relationship in late 2012, she began 
telling her story years later via her gift of Spoken Word. Known to the poetry community as 
‘Beautiful Dizaster’, Neisha has featured on many stages and often uses her talent as a method 
for bringing awareness.  

Her courageous transparency soon led to requests to share her story on platforms such as: 
radio interviews, high school and college awareness programs, community seminars, out of 
state conferences and more. Along with her speaking engagements, she began volunteering 
at a local shelter where she created a journaling group to encourage self-expression and 
healing through the art of writing.  She later certified as a Human Trafficking Victim Advocate 
with the Virginia Beach Justice Initiative and remains an active volunteer with the organization.  
It was August 2016; when she founded G.R.O.W. Foundation and leads a team of board 
members and volunteers in carrying out the organization’s mission.  In July 2017, Neisha joined 
the Norfolk Commonwealth Attorney’s Office and holds a position as their Domestic Violence 
Victim/Witness Advocate.  Additionally, Neisha serves as an active member of the Hampton 
Roads Military & Civilian Family Violence Prevention Council, the 24th Judicial District Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence, the African American Leadership Task Force and the National 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence. In honor of her work, Neisha was recognized by 
Investigation Discovery (in collaboration with ‘People’) as their ‘Inspire A Difference: Hero of 
the Month’ and featured on PBS channel’s ‘Virginia Currents’, along with a host of local 
accolades. Her unwavering dedication and passion to help others is the driving force behind 
the mission of G.R.O.W. Foundation. 



DEBBIE BRANT 

SHOP 
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JOIN 

757-705-2709 



MEET THE ORGANIZATION AND FOUNDER 
 

 

 

 
 

Lucien “Bowlegged Lou” George, Founder  

 

 Lucien “Bowlegged Lou” George is a part of the dynamic, six-
member, award-winning, music-producing and musically talented group known as Full 
Force.  Bowlegged Lou, as he is commonly known, was a theater major in college and in 
addition to performing with Full Force, also co-starred in the legendary classic urban movies 
House Party 1 and 2.  He also also-starred in the movie, “ Who's The Man”, which starred 
Bernie Mack, Ice-T ,Queen Latifah, Bill Bellamy with Doctor Dre & Ed Lover with a host of other 
Hip Hop stars. 

While Lou plays many roles and known to be a comedian, generous giver, thoughtful person, 
and a notorious prankster, he is ultimately, known for just being a big kid at heart. In October 
2012, after Lou began losing his peripheral vision due to Retinitis Pigmentosa, which is an eye 
disease that in most cases leads to blindness, he started the nonprofit organization, Hope With 
a Vizion.  Though Lou's RP has no cure right now, he maintains that regardless of anything we 
all are armed with inner visions in our souls. Lou is also a motivational and uplifting speaker as 
one of his proud speeches was when he was honored in his own community as a 
commencement speaker to thousands of graduates at the Pennsylvania School of Business. 

The purpose of Hope With A Vizion Organization is to provide assistance, motivation & prayer 
both directly and indirectly to a community of individuals who have impaired vision and also 
those who have experienced the loss of their vision or who are in the process of losing their 
vision. The primary goal is to help individuals by providing the resources necessary to help 
them deal with both the physical and psychological components of vision loss and vision 
impairment to help them maintain or regain their status as productive members of society while 
staying proactive, prayerful and optimistic.  

  

“EYE GOT THIS"   "WE GOT THIS” 



MEET THE ORGANIZATION AND FOUNDER 

       

Danielle White, Founder 

Is a “New Yorker” at heart now resident of Virginia Beach.  She 
fueled her passion for business development she received her 
degree in Contract Law, and Legal Administration and with this 

accomplishment she has developed strong presence in business relationships and has been 
placed in positions to direct, manage and train divisions for both private and public sectors 
within domestic and international corporations. 

With over 20 years’ experience in business development with a concentration in proposal and 
project management - she utilized her training, experience and interpersonal skills to formalize 
and launch her passion with a purpose. 

The Dynamic DIVA’s women’s groups have been Danielle’s passion and vision “her baby” for 
many years; she is always taken time to focus on the importance of faith, family and 
stewardship.  She uses her life’s experiences as the blueprint and action plan to embrace, 
engage thru education towards empowering and enriching the lives of those she meet. 

Danielle is a strong believer that the organic approach to continuous learning and 
communication will create an environment that values diverse points of view and life 
experiences.  Her belief is when people connect / communicate / collaborate it engages a 
mindset that celebrates and honors r the contributions of people.  Danielle affirms that women 
must welcome diversity in our personal and professional lives and the communities that we live, 
worship and interact in     

Danielle has been known to say “there is a psychology to service and recognizes that we must 
embrace, engage, educate and empower our female youth and women alike.”  Her favorite 
scripture is 1 Corinthians 15:58 “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not vain in the Lord.”    Her 
motto is there are only challenges in life that have solutions.   

 



OUR CORPORATE SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 



 
Are you ready to travel? Looking for the perfect adventure?  Raven’s Escapes 
is the perfect agency to help you with your needs.  We specialize in 
individual/group travel to include air, rail or cruises.  We also assist in the 
“staycation” if you want to just have a break from the normal routine.  

We are conveniently located in the Woodbridge, VA area. We can be reached 
at www.ivagent.com/ravensescapes or www.ravensescapes.com; 757-303-5165 by 
phone.  If you would like to email with your specific requests, please do so to 
ravensescapes@yahoo.com.  Looking forward to helping you create the best 
memory on your vacation! As we say…”Worry less…travel more!” 

  



IT WOULD BE AN HONOR FOR ME TO HELP YOU TELL YOURS 

When I started photography I was in my last

semester of my Masters Program at VCU. 

I was highly stressed, a bit overwhelmed,

and to be completely honest on the verge of

a breakdown. The moment I held my camera

at the local Best Buy store butterflies filled

my stomach. I got teary eyed. I felt a sense

of excitement ... I had ALL THE FEELS. I

didn't choose photography ... It chose me. 

Why am I telling you this? 

I believe that this is and important piece to

the puzzle that is photography. The pull is

what creates a passion for this work that

allows light to shine through me which

creates moments that have to be captured.

Photography is way more than a service I

aim to provide ... it is an experience that I

hope you leave feeling empowered, excited,

and encouraged. I hope that each individual,

family, and event is captured in a way that

tells a story only photos can tell. My goal is

always to provide excellent service and an

even better experience because that is what

life is ... a series of experiences, moments,

and memories. I am excited to connect and

create with you 

With Love, 

@lovevictoriamarie

Victoria Cartagena 

info@lovevictoriamarie.com

352-615-2029



 



           

INTEGRATED CORPORATE SOLUTIONS 
 

WE MAKE THE COMPLEX....SIMPLE 

We help you connect your business on every level to resonate with the people who need you. 

About Us 

Integrated Corporate Solutions (ICS) is a consulting firm that provides a nontraditional 
alternative for all your traditional business needs. We are dedicated to providing solutions for 
entrepreneurs, for profit businesses and non-profit organizations. Our full line of advisory and 
compliance services help you own your business from start to finish. 

We value entrepreneurship and that is why we make it our mission to help you streamline and 
simplify the complexities of starting, owning and maintaining your own business.   Our proven 
systems help research, develop and implement sound growth strategies to help you create a 
viable business that works for you and influences your prospects. 

Whether you are a startup, existing business or still trying to figure out if you want to create an 
LLC, C-Corp, 501c3 or any other business entity, we have the roadmap to help equip you with 
the right information and support you need to stay stress free while taking your business to the 
next level. Our comprehensive business services help you stay in compliance as well as focus 
on your business and not get trapped inside of it. 

Your success is our business! Check out our service section and contact us today to schedule 
your complimentary consultation. 

Services Include: 

Business Development 

Strategic Planning 

Training and team Building 

Corporate Formation 



LOOKING FOR A 

PRINT SHOP?

GRAPHIC DESIGN | BANNERS  | SIGNAGE
VEHICLE GRAPHICS | WALL GRAPHICS   
BUSINESS CARDS | VARIABLE DATA 
BROCHURES | MANUALS | STICKERS 
POSTERS | FLYERS | LAMINATES | BOARDS
STRETCHED CANVAS | EXPO EXHIBITS
MAGNETS | WINDOW CLINGS

1700 Liberty Street
Chesapeake, VA 23324

757.545.7675 • 800.676.2424

hri@hackworth.co 
www.hackworth.co

Call or email today!



OUR SINCEREST THANKS: 
 

The Dynamic DIVA’s of Virginia would like to thank all the in-kind donations, advertisements, 
vendors, services and sponsorship for this gala.  We applaud everyone for being a voice in 
the community and for the celebration of families and the nonprofit organizations that are 
committed to the empowerment of people in our communities. 

Thank you to the wonderful volunteers - We appreciate you and all the support given to the 
Dynamic DIVA’s of Virginia. 

 
To learn more about the business who supported this gala, see their contact information: 
 

FOUNDERS INN HOTEL AND SPA – WWW.FOUNDERSINN.COM 
JT INSPIRE LLC - WWW.JTINSPIRE.COM  

RAVENS ESCAPES - WWW.RAVENSESCAPES OR 

VICTORIA MARIE PHOTOGRAPHY – WWW.LOVEVICTORIAMARIE.COM 

THE CREDIT DOCTOR OF VA – WWW.THECREDITDOCTOROFVIRGINIA.COM 

INTEGRATED CORPORATE SOLUTIONS – WWW.MYCORPORATESOLUTIONS.NET 

TRADES OF HOPE –WWW.MYTRADESOFHOPE.COM/DEBBIEBRANT 

BEACH FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES, INC. – WWW.BEACHFUNERALSERVICES.COM 

VIRGINIA BEACH JUSTICE INITIATIVE – WWW.VBJI.ORG 

CREATIVE TRAVEL- WWW.CREATIVETRAVELFORYOU.COM 

FGM ENTERTAINMENT GROUP / CHEESETOWN RADIO - WWW.AGONIE.WEEBLY.COM 

MS. DORIS OWENS – TRULY TREASURES 

MS. MARION EDWARDS SHAKIR – SPECIALTIES IN ACCESSORIES 

DJESHORTY –AKA VINYL VIXEN - DJESHORTY757@GMAIL.COM 

HACKWORTH – GRAPHICS PRINTING TECHNOLOGY – WWW.HACKWORTH.CO 

THE FORREST GALLERY | STUDIO OF FINE PHOTOGRAPHY - WWW.FORRESTPHOTO.COM  

 



CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

Dynamic DIVA’s of Virginia, Inc. 
5708 Brandon Boulevard, Virginia Beach, VA 23464, 

757-621-6498  
Email: dynamicdivava@gmail.com 

  
Website: www.dynamicdivaofvirginia.com 

LinkedIn:  Dynamic DIVA of Virginia 
Facebook:  Dynamic DIVA’s 
Twitter:  @DynamicDIVAVa 

 
 

G.R.O.W. Foundation, Inc. 
732- E Eden Way North #153, Chesapeake, VA 23320 

757-384-0294 (Virginia) 
609-358-0576 (New Jersey) 

Email: info@growfoundationva.org 
 

Website: www.growfoundationva.org 
Facebook:  growfoundationva 

Instagram: grow_va 
 
 

Hope with a Vizion Organization 
P O Box 853 Marshall Creek, PA 18335 

(877) 552-6660 
Email: info@hopewithavizion.org 

 
Website: www.hopewithavizion.org 

Facebook: Hope with a Vizion 
Instagram: hopevizion 
Twitter: @hopevizion 



 

 

 




